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SERMON BY

Pastor Ervin Daugherty, Jr.

PRAYER

Oh God when I have food -- help me to remember the hungry;  When I have work -- help me to 
remember the jobless;  When I have a warm home -- help me to remember the homeless; When I 
am without pain -- help me to remember those who suffer; And remembering, help me to destroy 
my complacency; and bestir my compassion.  Make me concerned enough to help, by word and 
deed, those who cry out.  For what I take for granted.  Amen

TEXT

Mark 6:30-44
The apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. 
And he said to them, "Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a 
while." For many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat.  
And they went away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves.  Now many 
saw them going and recognized them, and they ran there on foot from all the 
towns and got there ahead of them.  When he went ashore he saw a great 
crowd, and he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without 
a shepherd. And he began to teach them many things.  And when it grew late, 
his disciples came to him and said, "This is a desolate place, and the hour is 
now late.  Send them away to go into the surrounding countryside and villages 
and buy themselves something to eat." But he answered them,  "You give them 
something to eat." And they said to him, "Shall we go and buy two hundred 
denarii worth of bread and give it to them to eat?" And he said to them, "How 
many loaves do you have? Go and see." And when they had found out, they 
said, "Five, and two fish." Then he commanded them all to sit down in groups 
on the green grass. So they sat down in groups, by hundreds and by fifties. And 
taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven and said a 
blessing and broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples to set before the 
people. And he divided the two fish among them all.  And they all ate and were 
satisfied.  And they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish.  
And those who ate the loaves were five thousand men.

Good morning in the name of our risen Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The key word for the lesson of today is “compassion”.  This lesson is found in all four Gospels.  
Only Matthew and Mark use the word compassion for when Jesus sees all the people who have 
come after Him.  Matthew puts it this way in Matthew 14:14;  And Jesus went forth and 
saw a great multitude and was moved with compassion towards them and 
healed their sick.

Mark on the other hand, puts it this way in Mark 6:34;  When He went ashore he saw a 
great crowd and He had compassion on them because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd.  And He began to teach them many things.
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All of the Gospels do in fact show that Jesus had compassion for them physically, mentally and yes, 
spiritually.  Are you aware that the word “compassion” is made up of two parts not one?  
According to WEbster’s dictionary the first part is... a sympathetic consciousness of 
others’ distress.  The second part is...together with a desire to alleviate it.  Just to be 
aware of someone’s distress does not mean that we have compassion.  It is only when we have the 
desire to alleviate that distress do we have real compassion.

How often have I told you that people are no different today than they were 2,000 years ago?  I 
would guess that it has been many times.  Jesus was becoming a household name not for the right 
reasons.  He was seen and is seen as a quick fix for problems.  He was and is thought of as a genie 
in a bottle by all too many people.  We see this in verse 33 where some of the people traveled 20 
miles to beat Him to where he was going by boat;  Now many saw them going and 
recognized them and they ran there on foot from all the towns and go there 
ahead of them.

After the teaching and after the healing and after the feeding... the people desired to make Him 
only a “Bread King” in their life.  We are happy today to follow Jesus as long as we have enough 
rich foods to eat... clothes of the right style... a good job that pays well and has much respect... and 
a house that is much more than we ever need.  Things have not changed in 2,000 years, sad to say.

Children do not always know the difference between “wants” and “needs”.  But they are not the 
only ones.  Our country has supplied food not only to us but to the whole world.  But often we 
are like the children of Israel that complain about the “manna from heaven” after they tired of it.  
Next it was the quail.  Missionaries often have a hard time coming back to America after they 
work among the world’s poorest people because of the terrible waste they see in this country.  
We have more than most of the people of this world and yet, we still complain about what God 
has given us or not given us.

Our mental health is not much better.  We see ourselves as shortchanged or lower than others.  
For more years than I can tell I have heard the expression... keeping up with the Jones.  We are told 
as a nation that we can try to help people as long as we do not talk to them about God and our 
need for Him to have good mental health.  Yes, many so called Christian organizations take the 
money even if they have to follow the “no Jesus/God” rule.

People go after anything that we think will get us what we want.  Look at the religions of the 
world.  What do they offer?  Is it forgiveness of sin?  Is it love towards our neighbors?  Is it even 
compassion towards our neighbors?  Is it the gift of eternal life?  No, people want a milk toast god 
who is our best buddy.  We want a god who gives us not only what we need but what we want 
too.  We want a god who will look the other way when we sin.  We want a god who will give us 
many chances as are needed to reach the next level of godliness  We do not want God to demand 
payment for ours sins.  We do not want God to give us only want we need.  We do not want God 
to demand our entire life to be devoted to Him.  We do not want God to make us face our sins 
and what it does to others.  We too, would rather just have a “Bread King”.

We, on the other hand, have a perfect God who is also perfect in His compassion for us.  
remember the words of verse 34 of our lesson today?  When He went ashore He saw a 
great crowd and He had compassion on them because they were like sheep 
without a shepherd.  And He began to teach them many things.

Jesus knows our every need; be it physical, mental or spiritual.  That is why He can tell us in John 
10:11;  I am the Good Shepherd.  The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the 
sheep.

God knows our needs and supplies them better than we often realize.  God also knows our wants 
which He supplies in amounts greater than we ever give Him credit for.  He has given us not only 
many of the things of this world but also the gift of eternal life in the world to come.
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In our lesson for today, Jesus had compassion for the people.  He offered them daily bread only at 
the end of the day.  He knew they really needed the “bread of life” more than daily bread this time.  
It is clear from the fact that all four gospels have this lesson... that it made a real impression on the 
disciples.  Yes, they understood the need for daily food but they also understood the real need for 
God.  This is clear in Acts 6:2-4 where we hear them say;  ... It is not right that we should 
give up preaching the word of God to serve table.  Therefore, brethren, pick 
out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may appoint to this duty.  But we will devote ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the Word.

It is clear that our compassion cannot just be physical compassion or physical and mental 
compassion but that it must be physical and mental and spiritual compassion to do any real good.

In Matthew we hear that He also healed the sick, both physically and mentally.  St. Paul understood 
this fully when he wrote of his affliction.  He knew that God showed perfect compassion in dealing 
with him.  Let me share his words from II Corinthians 12:7-9;  And to keep me from being 
too elated by the abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, 
a messenger of satan, to harass me, to keep me from being too elated.  Three 
times I besought the Lord about this, that it should leave me; but He said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in 
weakness.”  I will all the more gladly boast of my weaknesses, that the power 
of Christ may rest upon me.

This is the very response that God wants from each and every one of us.  He takes care of us in 
good times and bad.  He takes care of us when we are healthy and sick.  He takes care of us all the 
day and all the night long.

In our lesson for today, Jesus had compassion for the people.  e offered them spiritual blessings 
first and then mental blessings and finally, physical blessings.  He offers all of these to us as well.  
Because of His compassion we read in the last part of verse 34;  ... and He began to teach 
them many things.

He knew that they needed the spiritual truth that He was sharing.  He knew that they needed it 
more than food and water.  THey needed it more than physical or mental health.  And the fact of 
the matter is... that He still knows this for us today.  Food and water will last us only so long.  
Physical or mental health is also just for a time. We now have the Bible to teach us of God’s great 
love for us.  In it we read of our weakness but of His strength.  In it we read of our inability to love 
but of His great love for us.  In it we read of our sinfulness but of His far greater forgiveness and 
mercy for those sins.  Jesus knows that we need certain things of this life but He also knows that 
we need the certainty of God’s love and forgiveness even more.  His very reason for being on 
earth was to die on the cross for ours ins.  In a few moments, we will receive His body and blood 
as the assurance that all that He has done for us and told is true.

Clearly, this event in the life of the disciples touched them deeply.  The disciples came away with 
the knowledge that God would take care of all their needs... be they physical... or mental... or 
spiritual.  Jesus taught them this while showing compassion on the great crowd that followed Him 
one day but left Him when things got tough.  The second to last verse of our lesson for today tells 
us this:   ... and they took up twelve baskets full of broken pieces and of the fish.

All of this came from the five small loaves and two fish.  Jesus showed His disciples and hopefully 
at the same time us, that God can and will take care of our needs.  I am sure that the disciples 
remembered this day many times throughout their lives and ministries.  I pray that the same will be 
true of us as well.

Amen
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